Abstract:This pilot study compares the resources utilized caring for "voluntary" and "involuntary" patients in a community hospital inpatient psychiatric unit. "Voluntary" patients committed less episodes of violence. "Emergency involuntaries" experienced more episodes of restraint and were involved in more violent episodes than "other involuntaries". A critical predictor of behavior was whether patients were brought to the hospital by police. Implications for public policy and psychiatric DRGs (diagnosis related groups) are discussed. (Am J Public
Discussion
The data presented in this paper suggest that general hospital inpatient psychiatric units will expend resources differently depending on the patient population accepted for admission. For the purposes of this paper, resources are equated with demands made on unit staff in providing care. 
